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GRANBY’S 225TH ANNIVERSARY will be celebrated on October 1, 2011.
The Outreach Committee is hosting a tent at Salmon Brook Park from
11:00 am to 5:00 pm and needs volunteers to staff the tent for short (2
hour) shifts. The volunteers will be asked to assist the town’s children in
making origami doves and in passing out candies and information on
SHELC. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex. For more information contact
Cheryl King at (8660) 653-0733.

Granby’s 225th Anniversary

Are you a woman of faith? Do you see yourself through God's eyes?
What do you see? Join me and thousands of other women as we
experience God's love at the Women of Faith Imagine event. Just
imagine that for one weekend you could really experience the God
who loves you. Yes, loves you! What would it be like to see
ourselves through God's eyes, and love one another as He loves
us?

Join us November 11 and 12 for two days of real-life stories,
music, drama, and laughter, to hear of our loving God and the
amazing things He can do. You will return to your own life refreshed,
relaxed, and renewed.

The event takes place on Friday and Saturday, November 11
and 12 at the XL Center in Hartford. Come for all of it or as much of it
as you can, you won't be disappointed. Are you reluctant to drive into
Hartford? We usually carpool so you may not need to drive. Do you
have to work on Friday? Come for Friday evening and Saturday, it's
worth it! Worried about lunch? It's included in the ticket price for both
days

If we can get a group of ten together, the tickets are $89 each
($99 each for groups less than ten). If that amount is not possible for
you to do, we have a generous member who has donated some
money for scholarships, up to the full price of a ticket. Please contact
Barb Tschiegg to reserve your seat. I need $50 from you to start the
registration process; final payment can be made after we buy the
tickets. Don't wait, God is right here, doing amazing things! Take a
step and just IMAGINE!

Barb can be reached at 860-844-8476, or at
tschiegg@aol.com or after church in the Fellowship Hall. You can
also drop your check in the mail to her at 16 Hillyer Way, Granby, CT
06035. Tickets will be purchased no later than September 10th

I N S I D E T H I S I S S U E

 Granby 225th Event

 Women of Faith

 Pastor’s letter

 Church Picnic

 Building on Faith

 Thank you notes

 Sunday School Resumes

Just imagine that for one
weekend you could really
experience the God who

loves you. Yes, loves
you!

September 2011

By Cheryl King

Women of Faith – November 11 & 12, 2011
By Barb Tschiegg
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THE SHEPHERD'S STAFF
The Rev. Robert P. McGurn  658-0583

My Brothers & Sisters in Christ,
As the Council prepares to embark on a planning process this month, I asked our Administrative
Assistant, Claudia Steele, for her perspective on our ministry.  As a member of a non-Lutheran
congregation, and a past secretary in an Episcopal parish, she has a unique view of our
congregation.  Her response surprised and touch me in a very nice way.  I thought you should hear it,
so this month you have a guest author for the Pastor’s letter.

Why I came and why I stay
Your Passion for the Mission and Ministry of the Church

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

I am coming up on my 5th year anniversary of serving at Shepherd of the Hills Evangelical Lutheran
Church.  It has been a wonderful 5 years and I am looking forward to many more.  I changed jobs
because I wanted (and needed) to be involved with a church that put mission and ministry of the
church in the forefront.  Yes, the church needs to pay the bills but the personal faith development and
outreach to the community is what should drive the organization.  I am struck by your can-do attitude
when selecting the projects that you commit to.

Yes, I do mean serving.  When I take on a “job” it is because it is also a ministry to me.  My work as
the Administrative Assistant at Shepherd of the Hills fills that desire well.  I am here to support your
Pastor, the other paid staff and the unpaid staff (that is you!).  For without that unpaid staff there
would be no church.  And what a job you do!  I see it on a weekly basis.  I see the piles of items grow
and grow and grow and then suddenly they are gone.  Then a few weeks later a thank you note
comes from one of the many agencies that you support.

This summer is not an exception.  Some think that the church is slow during the summer.  While it
might not have the hub bub of the program year, there is and was activity.  During the program year,
WOW!  What a mighty work you do!

This is what I see:

 I see the food pantry box has been filled and emptied numerous times, not just during the
holiday season.  Your faithfulness to address the needs of hunger is greatly appreciated.

 I see the Community Garden for our elderly neighbors has been planted, tended, and
harvested by a variety of people who just seem to come and go with barely a trail left behind.

 I see the support for the Youth Mission Trips that many in other churches would envy.  You
support this energetic group through the church’s budget, through your donations for the
various fundraisers, through your generosity of love offerings even when you don’t have young
people involved.  And most importantly through your prayers during their trip.

 I see the special collections throughout the year:  School supplies, Operation Christmas Child
shoeboxes, Easter baskets, Thanksgiving baskets, the Warming Tree.  During November and
December, you really out do yourselves each year.
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 I see the Prayer Shawls that are lovingly made and then shared far and wide.  Each year, you
and others make enough of these shawls to send with your youth to minister to those they
minister to during their mission trips.

 I see the sign-up sheets for helping others through Habitat for Humanity or Thrivent Builds and
there are about 20 names on it!  That is about 5% of the people of that worship here on a
weekly basis.  Can you imagine what it would be like if all of the churches were able to have
5% of their congregations to do community service projects?  (See elsewhere in the newsletter
for the next opportunity.)

 I see a building that is shared with others in the community.  There are home schoolers several
days a week during the school year.  There is a dog training classes.  As well as opening our
facilities to AA and the Granby Food Co-op.  And now, there is another growing church within
these walls.

 I see the support that you give your Pastor and Linda in the Lutheran Marriage Encounter
ministry for which they have such passion.  It would be hard for me to put into words what it
means to me that you support the need for a clergy couple to present Marriage Encounter
weekends and to fund the staffing that requires for Sunday worship.

 I see a prayer list that reflects the far reach that each of us has.  I see a prayer list that is open
to requesters of all ages.

 I see a music program that is growing.  Since I have started here, you have added a First
Service choir, a contemporary music ensemble and a hand chime choir. You have also
provided an opportunity for the youth (and those young at heart) to participate in a
contemporary music ensemble.

 I see the leadership that put faith first.  The Council agenda begins with faith building and ends
with prayer.  In between is the business of the church.

 I work with a pastor that is passionate about God’s Word and how it applies to our daily lives.  I
am honored to work with Pastor McGurn, as he helps me to grow in living out my faith through
the work that I have been given here at Shepherd of the Hills.  He also ministers in such a
manner as to help his “sheep” to interpret their world through the scriptures.

 I see a community of believers that is intentional about the worship on Sunday mornings.
There are many hours that are spent on selecting the many components to the service
(hymns, service music, scriptures and prayers); drafting, proofing and producing the weekly
bulletin.  The Worship Planning Team is detail oriented and works very hard to provide a
bulletin that would is easy to use, especially for those that may be visiting.

Again, I salute you for all that you do.  Continue to explore and grow in the Great Commission.

MOTHERS IN LOVE+ FATHERS IN LOVE = FAMILIES IN LOVE
GIVE YOUR FAMILY THE BEST GIFT THEY CAN GET

Your family will enjoy the love Mom and Dad brings home
from a Lutheran Marriage Encounter (LME) Weekend.

A Marriage Encounter Weekend is 44 hours where married couples can get away from jobs, kids,
chores, phones, and computers, and focus only on each other.  If you’d like greater depth, growth, fun,
and enrichment in your relationship, you’ll like the difference an LME Weekend can make!

The next LME Weekend in Connecticut will be on:
Friday, November 11th, 7:15 PM, to Sunday, November 13th, 5:30 PM, In Meriden, Connecticut

For more information see website: GodLovesMarriage.org, or contact Pastor Robert & Linda McGurn;
1-860-653-2173.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: THURSDAY, Oct. 7th.
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Come to the Annual Church Picnic- Bring a friend, too!!

When: Sunday, October 2, after the 2nd service

Don't miss all the fun of an old-fashioned church picnic - bring a lawn
chair and some food for a relaxing visit with your SHELC family!
(Bring a friend, too, if you can!)

Sign up in the narthex so that we can purchase hot dogs and
hamburgers - bring a salad, side dish or dessert. Do you have a
favorite that you remember from church picnics past?? Bring it to
share with us!

Questions? See Kim Gajewski, Marji LaFreniere or Marge Vanderbilt

To let people know that
rewarding volunteer

opportunities are
available to them

Church Picnic
By Marji LaFreniere

Baby boomers volunteering in
retirement
If you’re one of the 76 million baby boomers approaching retirement,
you’ve probably given some thought to what you will do in the next phase
of your life.

Most boomers are enjoying better health and are far more active than
retirees of the past. If this sounds like you, consider contributing your time,
energy and expertise to one of the many volunteer organizations in your
community.

Congregations, nonprofit organizations and civic groups are just a few
places that offer meaningful opportunities to those willing to serve.

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans also offers a wide range of volunteer
opportunities through its chapters. These opportunities give Thrivent
Financial members and other Lutherans the chance to join together to
meet individual and community needs.

So, next time you’re thinking about retirement, think about your strengths,
passions and special gifts. Then think about how rewarding it would be to
share them. For instance, if you like building things or helping others, you
might want to participate in a Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity
project. In 2009, there were more than 313 such projects in which Thrivent
Financial members worked alongside families in need to build their homes.

For more information about Thrivent Financial volunteer opportunities,
contact Mimi A (Mary) Boxwell, Financial Associate at 860 942-4012 or
mimi.boxwell@thrivent.com today, or visit Thrivent.com.
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Bible Readings for September
Sept.

4
Exodus 12:1-14; Palsm 149;

Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20
Sept.

11
Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114;

Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35
Sept.

18
Exodus 16:2-15; 10; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45

Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16
Sept.

25
Exodus 17:1-7; 10; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16

Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32

June 21, 2011
Dear Ms. Ferrari,

On behalf of the Farmington Valley Visiting Nurse Association, I would like to
express our heartfelt appreciation to you and the members of the Social Action
Committee for your kind donation of $280.00. This contribution will be restricted for
use in our Granby Food Bank. Thank you for selecting our organization as one worthy
of your support. The Shepherd of the Hills Evangelical Lutheran Church has been very
generous in supporting our Agency and its programs and we are very grateful for all
of your past gifts. This has continued to be a very difficult year for many individuals
and families in our community. We are still seeing record numbers of people coming
to the Granby Food Bank for help. Last year alone, we had 925 participants and 1752
bags of groceries were distributed. Although we haven't done a final tally, we expect
those numbers to be even larger when our fiscal year closes on June 30th•

We have been very fortunate to have strong and sustained support from our
community neighbors and friends. Without the monetary and food donations, we,
without question, would not be able to serve all those in need.

Please express our gratitude to the members of the Social Action Committee
and your Congregation. We wish all of you health and happiness. Have a wonderful
Summer!

Thank you from Lutheran Social Services

June 21, 2011
We are grateful for your timely response and donation of $280.00 to

our emergency appeal for the LSS refugee families in Western
Massachusetts who are victims of the June; 1 tornado. As of mid-June, 17
refugee families still live in shelters. Our dedicated staff and volunteers are
working round the clock to help them find shelter and eventually relocation to
permanent housing. These are families who have already experienced complete
dislocation in their earlier lives. Their needs are staggering! Your generous
gift will impact their lives in positive ways, bringing relief in the form of food,
clothing, shelter and comfort. Thank you again for your kindness and
generosity in this moment of great need!

From Incy S. Muir

“Their needs are
staggering!”

From Heather Feltman

Paul teaches about personal responsibility.
Romans 14:10-21

Thank you from Farmington Valley VNA
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Dante Valentino 09/01
Auguste LaFreniere 09/04
Kristen Klenk 09/12
Evan Rossignol 09/15
Bill Lorenzen 09/16
Tido Holtkamp 09/19
Dan Hausmann 09/20

Ena Holtman 09/23
Pat Johnson 09/24
Dorothy Puglise 09/25
Jeff Klenk 09/25
Sara Candito 09/26
Sally Crowe 09/28
Betty Forler 09/29

Dick & Laurie Granstrand 09/04
Estella & Harold Paffrath 09/04
William & Lori Johnson 09/08
Dennis & Barbara Gruell 09/09
Scott & Eva Chambers 09/14
Paul & Kat Smith 09/19

Richard & Loren Boudreau 09/21
Paul & Marji LaFreniere 09/29
Ray & Eleanor Bennettson 09/30

Address change

HUFFMAN, Paul 79, of Palm Harbor, Florida died July 29, 2011. A Colonel in
the U.S. Air Force, he graduated as the top cadet pilot in the country in 1954.
He served as a flight instructor during the Korean War, and flew missions in
Vietnam during the Vietnam War. He was a pilot for United Airlines for 27
years. He loved to golf. He is survived by his beloved wife of 54 years,
Jessie; sons, David (Pamela) and Larry (Maria); daughter, Amy Parachini
(Bill); 9 grandchildren; and 6 great-grandchildren. A gathering of friends was
held at Curlew Hills on Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2011 at 2 pm with a Memorial
Service at 3 pm. Donations to the Hospice of the Florida Suncoast or to
Shepherd of the Hills Evangelical Lutheran Church are appreciated.  A
Memorial Service will be held at Shepherd of the Hills at a date and time to
be determined. Sympathy and condolence cards can be sent to Jessie
Huffman, 752 Stonehenge Way, Palm Harbor, FL 34683

Obituary

Deadlines
Bulletin Deadline

Wednesdays at noon the week before.

Newsletter Deadline
For the October edition – Sept. 18th.

You may submit your articles either by email (preferred)
or by leaving a hard copy on Claudia’s desk.

Birthdays and Anniversaries in September

As of September 23, 2011
Carlyn Stevens
1544 35th St. S., Unit 104D
Fargo, ND 58103
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Building on Faith

Sunday School Resumes

Building on Faith is an annual week-long celebration of church partnerships and
a worldwide sermon of God’s love. During this week, local Habitat affiliates and
their church partners host building events and celebrations.
Building on Faith events have become a way for local Habitat affiliates to get
churches excited and involved in our work. Several Habitat affiliates report that
their Building on Faith events successfully stirred their faith community into
action.
The 2011 Building On Faith Event will be held during the week of October 3-9 in
Hartford! Shepherd of the Hills Evangelical Lutheran Church (SHELC) has
volunteered a team for Saturday, October 8th.  No construction skills are
required just a willingness to help out. Due to OSHA and insurance requirements,
the minimum age requirement for youth volunteers is 16 years old to be on the
job site. Hartford Habitat also requires that all construction volunteers ages 16 &
17 are accompanied by a parent or guardian at all times while volunteering at the
worksites.
Please save the date of Saturday, October 8th. Our Congregation has committed
to working on a house being built in Hartford. This is an opportunity to act on one
of our Plan-Do’s for this year. A sign-up list is in the Narthex. If you have any
questions, contact Scott Smith or Dick Granstrand. We will have more details as
we get closer to the Building On Faith Week.

Our first day of Sunday School for our nursery through
sixth grade students will be September 11th. Last year, we
introduced a new curriculum, Living Inside Out. Thanks to
those parents who shared feedback on how you and your
students felt about the program. We have decided to
continue with the same curriculum with a few refinements
to the format in response to your feedback. The feedback
we received was consistent with our own impressions – the
videos and skits are high-energy and engage the large
group, the curriculum is experiential, and the small groups
provide a more intimate setting for age-appropriate
discussion of the themes. Some of the refinements we will
make include more use of scripture and more time in small
groups.

Finding and keeping volunteers is acknowledged as a
critical challenge for church leaders. One of the
advantages of the Living Inside Out cited by the publisher
is that “all you need is one “up-front” personality and a
handful of adults to be friends with kids in small groups.”
On that point, we have a couple of “up-front” personalities,
but we are in definite need of a handful of adults to be
friends with kids in small groups! Please consider this
opportunity prayerfully. If you are interested, please let any
one of us know – Lee Anne Candito, Susan Garrett, Shari
Rourke or Lynn Svindland.



MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Choir Rehearsals Resume
Wednesday, September 7th @ 7:30 p.m.

Fall Worship Schedule begins
September 11th

Sunday School Resumes
September 11th

Granby 225th Anniversary Event
October 1st

Church Picnic
October 2nd following the second service

Shepherd of the Hills Evangelical
Lutheran Church
7 Wescott Road
Simsbury CT 06070
Phone: 860-658-0583
Fax: 860-408-0073
E-mail: office @shelc.org
Website: www.shelc.org

Sept. 4
9:00 am Holy Communion

Beginning Sept. 11
8:00 am Holy Communion
9:00 am Coffee Hour
9:10 am Christian Education

Hour for all ages
10:30 am Holy Communion
11:30 am Coffee Hour



September 2011

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

OFFICE HOURS (unless otherwise noted below)
Mon. & Tues.: Noon – 4:00 p.m.;
Wed. & Thurs. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE:
OCT. 1 – Granby 225 Parade &

Booth
OCT. 2 – Church Picnic

1
7:00pm Christian Ed
Team

2
10:00am Home Scholers
2:45pm Home Schoolers -
- Writing

3

4
9:00am Holy Communion
10:00am Coffee Hour
11:30am Lifeway Family Worship
Center

5 6
5:30pm Tails-U-Win
7:00pm Worship
Planning Team

7
10:00am AA
12:15pm Greater
Hartford Clergy
Conference

7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

8
8:00am Granby Food
Co-Op

10:00am Warm-up
America

7:00pm Prayer Team
7:00pm Outreach

9
10:00am Home Scholers
2:45pm Home Schoolers -
- Writing

10

11
Rally Sunday
8:00 & 10:30am Holy
Communion

9:00 & 11:30am Coffee Hour
9:10am Christian Education Hour
3:00pm Life Way Church

12
10:00am
Homeschoolers -
- Biology

7:00pm Council

13
5:30pm Tails-U-Win

14
10:00am AA
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

15 16
10:00am Home S
2:45pm Home Sc
- Writing

18
8:00 & 10:30am Holy Communion
w/ Installation of Christian
Education Staff

9:00 & 11:30am Coffee Hour
9:10am Christian Education Hour
3:00pm Life Way Church

19 20
5:30pm Tails-U-Win

21
10:00am AA
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

22
7:00pm Prayer Team

23
10:00am Home S
2:45pm Home Sc
- Writing

25
8:00 & 10:30am Holy
Communion w/ Rite of Healing

9:00 & 11:30am Coffee Hour
9:10am Christian Education Hour
3:00pm Life Way Church

26 27
5:30pm Tails-U-Win

28
10:00am AA
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

29 30

Hammo '11

Society of the Holy Trinity General Retreat
cholers
hoolers -

17
9:00am Blueprint
for Change
Retreat

Hammo '11
cholers
hoolers -

24



Shepherd of the Hills Evangelical Lutheran Church
Worship Servers Schedule

09/04/2011 09/11/2011 09/18/2011 09/25/2011
9:00 8:00 8:00 8:00

Acolyte E. Lorenzen I. LaFreniere (needed) I. LaFreniere
Worship Assistant

Communion Assistant P. Smith S. Garrett D. Endorf B. Forler
S. Chambers B. Forler B. Christensen (needed)

Ushers Crowe Smith/Burdick Weill/Stomski Schlicher
Lector M. Tschiegg (needed) D. Endorf K. Waddington

Nursery S. Rourke K. Waddington V. LaFreniere K. Moon
Nursery Asst

Coffee Hour Host (needed) (needed) (needed) (needed)
Sound Tech R. Rourke K. Gajewski P. Smith L. Tschiegg

Altar Guild B. Forler B. Forler C. King B. Forler
Tellers R. Bremer

G,. Harolow

10:30 10:30 10:30
Acolyte B. Proto G. Barrows E. Lorenzen

Worship Assistant
Communion Assistant M. Proto S. Crosset L. Hoar

R. Johnson C. Calhoun S. Chambers
Ushers O'Neils Rourke Crosset
Lector M. Proto D. Granstrand B. King

Nursery (needed) K. Barrows (needed)
Coffee Hour Host (needed) Latonie/Cunningham O'Neil

Sound Tech G. Levan K. Smith R. Rourke
Altar Guild C. King C. King C. King

Tellers S. Rourke R. Rourke R. Bremer
P. Crowe E. Chambers G. Harlow



PRAYER CONCERNS
LET US PRAY

FOR OUR MEMBERS:
Pray for: Reason: Pray for: Reason:
Randy Bremer Heart Concerns Marilyn Havighorst Polymyosistis
Barbara Holtkamp Severe shoulder pain Jinny Hooper Broken leg
Klaus Liedtke Rehabilitation at McLean Sue Rossignol Knee surgery

FOR THOSE THAT MOURN:
Pray for the family & friends of: Relation:
Paul Huffman Our brother in Christ here in Shepherd of the Hills

FOR PRAYERS ANSWERED:
Pray for: Requested by: Relation Reason
Judy Williams McGurn Friend Relief from back pain
Chelsea Hinton Gajewski Daughter Safe return from Iraq
Tyler Pollack Laura & Ryan Classmate Recovering from car accident
Emmalee Smith Improved vision after concussion
Debra Schmidt Gruell Sister Completed treatments
Greg Cuerko Gruell Brother-in-law Recovering from Health issues
Libby (11-yr old) Garrett colleague’s granddaughter Brain cancer treatments completed

FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS (CURRENT CONCERNS):
Pray for: Requested

by:
Relation: Reason: Pray for: Requested

by:
Relation: Reason:

Gretchen
Higgens

C. Baier Friend Lung cancer
surgery 9/7

Laurie Baier Baier Daughter Pending knee
surgery & chronic
Lyme disease

Julane
Anderson

Granstrand Friend Liver problems Lola Dossey (2
½ yr.)

Calhoun Friend’s great
granddaughter

Heart valve repair
surgery

Emily Johnson G. Crowe Classmate Cancer Dorothy Clinton J. Gajewski Sister Surgery
Kyla Pkorney C. Gajewski Friend Cancer Emily Smith Ryan & Laura Classmate Cancer
Heidi Geithner K. Gajewski Step sister Breast Cancer Bette Ramino K. Gajewski Aunt Pancreatic cancer
Cheri King C. King Daughter Esophageal

spasms & pain
Bob Roderick M. Lenentine Friend Cancer & diabetes

Cheryl Fields Ligouri Mother Cancer Jenna Czarnota Garrett Niece Health concerns
Deb Chase L. McGurn Colleague Breast cancer

metastasized
Danielle Rabel McGurn Friend Skin cell

transplant, acute
myeloid lymphoma

Pr. Gene
Mitchell

Pastor
McGurn

Colleague Pancreatic
Cancer

Rhiannon Bird Stomski Friend’s child Cavernous
malformation

Jen Steele Cousin-in-law Bipolar Kevin Moore K. Moon Classmate Cancer
William
Vanderbilt

Vanderbilt Brother Aging concerns Tyler Pollack Laura & Ryan Classmate Physical therapy
from car accident

FOR THOSE THAT ARE ON OUR SHUT-IN LIST. PLEASE TAKE A FEW MOMENTS TO SEND A CARD OR GIVE THE GIFT OF A VISIT.

Shirley Buckley Governor's House 36 Firetown Road Simsbury CT 06070

Rita & Bill Dailey 23 West Point Terrace Tariffville CT 06081

Joan Dubinski St. Mary's Home 2021 Albany Ave West Hartford CT 6117

Mavis Lenentine 24 Sarah Lane Simsbury CT 06070

Edna McCarthy Meadowbrook of Granby 350 Salmon Brook St Granby CT 06035

Dorothy & Joseph Puglise 47 North Main Street A1 East Granby CT 06026

FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS THAT ARE LISTED IN OUR BULLETIN EACH WEEK.

FOR THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE THAT ARE LISTED IN OUR BULLETIN EACH WEEK.

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS TO THE OFFICE. WE WILL FORWARD THEM TO THE PRAYER CHAIN.
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