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Summer Worship Schedule
Begins

The summer worship
schedule begins on May
24th. There will only be one
worship service at 900 a.m. . :
We hope that you will be‘ S/ ~
able to join us each :Sunday :-;
in worshipping and praising *
our Lord and Savior.

Why Did Jesus Fold the
Napkin?

Why did Jesus fold the linen burial cloth after His
resurrection? | never noticed this.....

The Gospel of John (20:7) tells us that the napkin,
which was placed over the face of Jesus, was not
just thrown aside like the grave clothes.

The Bible takes an entire verse to tell us that the
napkin was neatly folded, and was placed at the
head of that stony coffin. Early Sunday morning,
while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb and found that the stone
) had been rolled away from the
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~She ran and found Simon
. Peter and the other disciple,
the one whom Jesus loved.
She said, 'They have taken
£..the Lord's body out of the
£ tomb, and | don't know where
i~ they have put him!'

‘ Peter and the other disciple
“ran to the tomb to see. The
other disciple outran Peter and
got there first. He stooped and
looked in and saw the linen cloth lying there, but he
didn't go in.

Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also
noticed the linen wrappings lying there, while the

cloth that had covered Jesus' head was folded up
and lying to the side.

Was that important? Absolutely! Is
significant? Yes!

it really

In order to understand the significance of the folded
napkin, you have to understand a little bit about
Hebrew tradition of that day. The folded napkin had
to do with the Master and Servant, and every
Jewish boy knew this tradition.

When the servant set the dinner table for the
master, he made sure that it was exactly the way
the master wanted it.

The table was furnished perfectly, and then the
servant would wait, just out of sight, until the master
had finished eating, and the servant would not dare
touch that table, until the master was finished.

Now if the master were done eating, he would rise
from the table, wipe his fingers, his mouth, and
clean his beard, and would wad up that napkin and
toss it onto the table.

The servant would then know to clear the table. For
in those days, the wadded napkin meant, 'I'm done'.

But if the master got up from the table, and folded
his napkin, and laid it beside his plate, the servant
would not dare touch the table, because.......... The
folded napkin meant, 'I'm coming back!'

He is Coming Back!!
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NEW LIFE IN CHRIST, OR SOMETHING LESS?

Christian holiness is not (as people often imagine) a matter of denying something good. It is about growing
up and grasping something even better. Made for spirituality, we wallow in introspection. Made for joy, we seitle
for pleasure. Made for justice, we clamor for vengeance. Made for relationship, we insist on our own way. Made
for beauty, we are satisfied with sentiment. But new creation has already begun. The sun has begun to rise.
Christians are called to leave behind, in the tomb of Jesus Christ, all that belongs to the brokenness and
incompleteness of the present world. It is time, in the power of the Spirit, to take up our proper role, our fully
human role, as agents, heralds and stewards of the new day that is dawning. That, quite simply, is what it means o
be Christian: to follow Jesus Christ into the new world, God’s new world, which he has thrown open before us.

N. T. Wright, Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense.

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

The above quote from Wright’s book really
struck home with me. He is seeking to describe the
new life we are called to in the resurrection of Jesus.
His litany of the foolish confusions we often suffer
from was eye opening. Too often I confuse the
spirituality I was created for with the emotional jolt I
get (or don’t get!) when I worship or pray. Ifit moves
me emotionally, then it must be “spiritual,” right?
Wrong. The constant examination of my emotional
innards is all too often a narcissistic self absorption
with what’s important to me. I shudder to think about
how frequently this is true in my “spiritual” life.

Then there is his comment about our confusing
pleasure as joy: that is so obviously a factor in my life
that it staggers me to realize -that [ haven’t even
recognized it before.

When it comes to the justice/vengeance scale I
may be able to let myself off the hook, but I am
seriously convicted by his comment about trading
relationship for having my own way. I could go on
through the rest of his list in the same way.

Clearly I am struck by how “not-new-life” my
life currently is. But this is the season of Easter, and I
am also struck by something else: I am struck by the
grace of God already at work in me in spite of all this.
It is God’s grace — the work of the Holy Spirit — that
empowers me to recognize my self-deceptions in
Wright’s description. That recognition is grace. To
see yourself as God sees you, and yet, to realize
yourself as his beloved child, is to know God’s grace.
Paradoxically, recognizing how not-new-life my life
currently is, is the beginning of the new Easter Life we
are called to when we are baptized into Jesus’ death

and resurrection.

Our new life begins with a freedom most of the
world doesn’t know. That freedom is not the freedom
we have as citizens of the United States. That
freedom, while wonderfully valuable, pales in
comparison to the freedom we are given in the gospel.

When our lives are jomned to the eternal life of
the risen Christ we receive a unique freedom. Most of
us think of freedom as the freedom to do something: a
freedom to... do whatever we choose. But our
freedom in Christ is not a freedom to, but rather a
freedom for... for service God and our neighbor; for
love of the unlovable; for forgiveness; for peace-
making; for obedience.

In Luther’s words, the gospel frees us from sin,
death and the devil for lives that are marked by the
cross and resurrection of Jesus. The power of Jesus’
life promises us a life that that never ends. That
promise gives us the courage to let go of the things
that hold us hostage: introspective self-absorption, our
own pleasure, vengeance, sentimentality and always
having it our own way. The good news that “He is
risen” frees us from the tyranny of self by uniting us to
a reality far greater than our own. We no longer need
to settle for a false holiness built on how we feel about
something. We are freed from our own standards for
obedience to the One whose grace grants us eternal
life. And that is precisely in the freedom of that
obedience that we live out the holiness that God
intends for us.

With C




SPECIAL SUNDAYVY
ADULT FORUMS

This month we have two exciting adult learning

. opportunities.  They will
both be during the
Christian Learning Hour at
29:10 a.m. on Sunday
mornings.

May 3™ & 10™
OUR CREEDS: WHAT DoES IT
MEAN TO BE A “CREEDAL
CHURCH?”

Pastor will be teaching us about the creeds of the
church. , Why do we use creeds? Where did they
come from? It's too long, we hardly every use it,
and many of us don't even remember it's in our
hymnal. There will be particular conversation about
the little known or remembered Athanasian Creed.
Why is it so long? If it's important, why do we use it
so rarely? Why does it condemn people who don’t
believe everything it says?

May 17"
A PERFECT LADYV:
PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE

CoAST GUARD BAROUE EAGLE
~ by Tido Holtkamp

Our own Tido Holtkamp will offer us a tour his
personal experiences with what may be the most
famous sailing ship in the world, the Braque EAGLE.
He served on it while in the German navy, and has
had many opportunities to visit it and sail on it since
it's adoption by the U.S. Coast Guard. Join us for a
sail through history.

Thursday
May 7th.

Our BIG PLAN DO for 2009:

m. 2009 MEGA-EVENT
"1

At our May 2™ Planning Meeting, from 8:30 (bagels,
juice & coffee provided) to noon, we are looking at
the outline of our biggest plan-do for 2009.

We need you to help us plan.

The congregation adopted a Mega-Event goal for
2009 to increase our visibility in the community. The
Outreach Committee has developed an outline of
what that event might look like, but to make it
happen will require the help of all the congregation’s
ministries, and lots of us who aren’t currently serving
in other ways. The main event on Saturday hopes
to engage hundreds of people from the community
in fund-raising for various community non-profit
agencies. At the same time, we hope that will create
occasions for us to invite people to worship on
Sunday and our congregational picnic afterward.

We need you to help us plan.

This event has the goal and potential to take our
little known congregation and reveal and define us to
our community as a congregation deeply involved in
the life and well-being of our neighbors.

We need you to help us plan.




Y PRAYER CONCERNS ¢

LET US PRAY...
FOR OUR MEMBERS:

Pray for: Reason:
Leslie Schneid Radiation
Charlie Baier Knee replacement

For those who mourn:

Pray for the family & friends of. Relation:

Bill Brown Neighbor of McGurn’s, Vanderbilt, Johnson
Vincent Jusko C. Calhoun’s friend

FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS (CURRENT CONCERNS):\

Name Requester Relationship Reason

Jack McGetrick Schlichers future in-laws Cancer

Marge Way Granstrand Aunt Parkinson's

Jan Sitterly S. Rossignol Cousin Recovery from back surgery
Norma Clark Clarks Jim’s mother Hip replacement rehab
Norman Daniels C. Calhoun Friend Abdominal aortic aneurysm
Michael Ciarcia K. Barrett Friend Cancer

Terry Story R. Bremer Nephew Recovery from heart attack
Eric Baier Baier Grandson Emotional problems

Carl Calhoun E. Calhoun Brother Heart valve replacement
Robbi Boston Endorfs Neighbor/Friend Brain aneurysm

Dorothy Ciinton J. Gajewski Sister Medical concerns

Justin Cormier R. Johnson Grandson Anxiety disorders

Evelyn Ferreira C. King Sister Upcoming neck surgery
Jackie Anderson J. Klenk Co-worker Recovery from 2" surgery
David Bahn S. Kroninger Father Prostate cancer

Thomas Pricone S. Legnani Grandfather Broken hip/elbow

Daphne England M. Lenentine Friend Renal Failure

Sylvia Roderick M. Lenentine Cousin Cancer

Zachery Van Gundy L. McGurn Friend 11yr old w/ leukemia

Ed Hayden D. Reed Friend Cancer

Eldora Gulcynski S. Rourke Mother New chemo treatment
Rose Voorvaart C. Stevens Neighbor Cancer

Betsy Popli B. Tschiegg Niece Family concerns

FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS THAT ARE LISTED IN OUR BULLETIN EACH WEEK.
FOR THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE THAT ARE LISTED IN OUR BULLETIN EACH WEEK.

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS TO THE OFFICE. WE WILL FORWARD THEM TO THE PRAYER CHAIN.





















