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From the Council President

| have a confession to make; yesterday | seriously
considered playing hooky
from church. | had to
show up as | had to teach
Sunday school. But |
thought about sneaking
out after class and not
attending service. | had
so much to do at home
along with Casey’s
basketball game in the
afternoon. | thought those
e extra couple of hours
would make my life
easier and less stressful.
Sun e It was odd though, the
closer | got to church the
more my heart was speaking to me, telling me to
stay with my church family and listen to the Good
News. My girlfriend calls them “God winks”. By the
time | got there, there was no doubt in my mind |
was staying and am ever grateful | did.

I would have missed out on the beautiful hymns
chosen for the day and the voices that sang them,
some of which brought tears to my eyes. | would
have missed out on the laying of the hands —
although I'm not physically sick, spiritually and
emotionally | needed healing. | would have missed
out on Pastor's sermon which reminded me how
important prayer is in my daily life. And | would
have missed out on one of the most moving
announcements 've heard in a long time — Charlie
Baier making more of a statement than an
announcement. He talked about the Meatloaf and
Game night and how much he enjoyed it and also
how much he and Gert enjoyed being with their
church family. That was it — plain and simple but
again, something that brought tears to my eyes. |
am also grateful for my church family and that
Charlie was able to remind us all how important we
are to each other.

If I had played hooky, | would have missed out on
so much. | tell the children in my Sunday school
class that coming to church is like refiling my
spiritual gas tank. If | had played hooky, | would

have been running on fumes all week and probably
ran out before the week was over.

Before | left church, | asked Pastor for a copy of
the quote by Stanley Jones he said toward the end
of his sermon. | explained to him that it was to be
my new mantra. He gave it to me, it's already
copied and on my desk at work and | have passed
it on to friends and family.

“In the pure strong hours of the morning, when the
soul of the day is at its best, lean upon the window
sill of the Lord, look into his face, and get your
orders for the day. Then go out into the world with
a sense of God’s hand on your shoulder.”

Now | am refilled, rejuvenated and ready to face the
days that are ahead of me.....until next Sunday.

Kim Gajewsti

Book Discussion Group

The book discussion group at SHELC will meet in
March on Tuesday evening
7PM on March 17th in the
Media Room. The book under
discussion will be "The Life and
Times of the Thunderbolt Kid" a
memoir by Bill Bryson. Mr.
Bryson is a very talented and
humorous writer. Everyone will
enjoy his memories of growing
up in the Midwest during the 1950's.

Treasurer’s Report **
Through January 31, 2009

Actual Budget Variance
Giving $ 13,670 | $23,618 | ($-9,948)
Expenses $22.625| $26.808 $4.183
Gain / (-Loss) ($-8,955) $ 3,190 (95,765)

** Please note that January had two very snowy
Sundays with very light attendance. This
very negatively impacted our income.
Please catch up as soon as you can.
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PRIVATE CONFESSION: WHAT’S THE POINT?

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall
return. So begins Lent as we kneel before the altar
having confessed our sin and sins* to the Lord.

As we kneel, the ash black mark of our
mortality is placed on our forehead to remind us that
we too will one day be returned to the earth as dust.
To the uninitiated, this looks like a major downer. It
appears to those who don’t know any better —and I’'m
guessing to some of us who do know better — like a
deliberate attempt to depress people. Yet nothing
could be further from the truth.

The purpose and focus of Lent is not to tear us
down but to build us up. Lent does this by offering us
a “reality check.” Lent invites us to examine the truth
of our lives: both good and bad. The truth is we
believe in God. But the truth is also that we do not
trust or obey God in the ways that lead us to the full
and rich life that is God’s will for us. Rather, we
prefer to do it our way.

How many times have you confessed the same
thing week after week in our Brief Order for
Confession and Forgiveness at the beginning of
worship? Over and over again, you confess the same
sin in spite of your best efforts? Week after week we
bring out the same ol’ sins to confess. We’ve been
committing them and carrying them around so long
that they are covered with dust.

But that isn’t God’s intention for us. Along
with the gift of our corporate confession, God gives us
the gift of private confession. Private confession is
given to help us out of our sin-filled ruts. The
difference between our public confession on Sunday
and your private confession is not the quality of the
forgiveness: we are certainly forgiven in both. The
difference is how we then live into the forgiveness we
have received. In our corporate confession we are
accountable to no one but God. The challenge of that
is it is too easy to become comfortable in our sin. The
gift of private confession is that in confessing our sins
to the pastor, we hold ourselves more accountable to

change. And when it comes to amendment of life,
accountability makes all the difference in the world.
(I know this is true because I use private confession
several times a year.)

For example, how many secret diets have you
tried? Don’t you find it more likely to stick to a diet
when you have made it known to another person?
There is something powerful about naming out loud
what it is we want to do differently.

The face to face of private confession blows
the dust off confession and turns it into a new, honest,
“I-can’t-deny-it-even-to-myself-anymore” experience.
As we open our secret selves in this way two things
happen: first, the word of forgiveness God speaks
through the pastor is specific, and that makes it
wondrously powerful; second, the freedom of that
forgiveness brings with it new power to change, to
repent, to go another way, and to live the abundant
God-pleasing life that He intends for us.

And that is what Lent is about. It is a season
to look honestly at the dust on our soul, to confess the
dust we are, and to sweep it away so God can build us
into the new life in Christ that is his Easter will for us.

In his Small Catechism of 1520, Martin Luther
wrote, “As fo the current practice of private
confession, I am heartily in favor of it... It is usefil,
even necessary, and I would not have it abolished.
Indeed, I rejoice that it exists in the church of Christ,
Jor it is a cure without equal for distressed
consciences.”

I'will be in the church every Wednesday from
5:00 to 6:00 p.m. to hear confessions, or you may call
to schedule a time. Please know that every confession
is held in absolute confidence. God is waiting to dust
off your soul and make it new again.

Chrisf’ lovyou,
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* We confess both our sin (our alienation Jrom God) and our sins (the actions/inactions that offend God and

break his commandments).
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Sunday School News

The Sunday School youth will once again be
assembling Easter Baskets that the Social Action
committee will distribute to Gifts of Love and other
community agencies. Look for stickies posted in the
narthex. All items are due in church by Sunday,
March 28" The students will use part of their
Sunday
School time
on April 5" to
assemble the
baskets.
Thanks in
advance for
your support.
The baskets
a r e
enthusiastically

and

received
opportunity for us to reflect God’s love to children in
the area who may not have had the chance to grow
in their faith.

a wonderful

On March 22", the Sunday School classes
will hold an Open House between the first and
second services. Please join us and see some of
the learning and activities in which our children have
been involved over the past few weeks.

ELECTRONIC
COMMUNICATIONS

In an effort to lower the costs we would like
to begin sending the newsletter and some other
correspondence via e-mail. Every newsletter not
mailed will save 75
cents — times 11
months times
many of you
hundreds of dollars
a year. The
distribution list will
be developed in a
way that does not
reveal your email
address to others.
If you would like to
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receive the
E-Mmail Addresses nevsieter  and

communication from the church office by email,
please fill out the form that the ushers will be
distributing. More than one address is allowed.
Please notify the church office (office@shelc.org).

Small Group Book Studay
“The Shack”

The study of William P. Young’s book, “The Shack’
will begin the Sunday after Ash Wednesday, March
1. There is a group meeting Sunday evenings at
6:30 at member homes. The location will rotate from
home to home with the location for the first night still
to be decided.  The Wednesday evening group will
meet at church at 6:00 before service and we will
bring sandwiches to snack on while we discuss.
“The Shack” by William P. Young, is available at
BJ's for $10.00 and at Amazon for $8.24. Study
guides are available from Pastor McGurn. Contact
Dennis Gruell for more information.

Reviews

“The Shack" is a one of a kind invitation to journey to
the very heart of God. Through my tears and cheers,
I'have been indeed transformed by the tender mercy
with which William Paul Young opened the veil that
too often separated me from God and from myself.
With every page, the complicated do's and don't that
distort a relationship into a religion were washed
away as | understood Father, Son and Holy Spirit for
the first time in my life. --Patrick M. Roddy, ABC
News Emmy Award winning producer

Product Description

Mackenzie Allen Philips' youngest daughter, Missy,
has been abducted during a family vacation and
evidence that she may have been brutally murdered
is found in an abandoned shack deep in the Oregon
wilderness. Four years later in the midst of his Great
Sadness, Mack receives a suspicious note,
apparently from God, inviting him back to that shack
for a weekend. Against his better judgment he
arrives at the shack on a wintry afternoon and walks
back into his darkest nightmare. What he finds there
will change Mack's world forever. In a world where
religion seems to grow increasingly irrelevant "The
Shack" wrestles with the timeless question, "Where
is God in a world so filled with unspeakable pain?"
The answers Mack gets will astound you and
perhaps transform you as much as it did him. You'll
want everyone you know to read this book!

Special Presentation

Tido Holtkamp will be sharing a special presentation
on “A Perfect Lady: A Pictorial History of the US
Coast Guard Barque ‘Eagle” on Sunday, March
22ned between the services. Look for more details
in bulletin during the coming weeks.
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Super Bow( Party a

Success

On Sunday February 1st 25 youth and 7
adults enjoyed some fun, food, and fellowship
around the NFL Super Bowl. Throughout the
evening the students played card
games, PIT, and other board
games. During the Super Bow! we. -
enjoyed snacks, soda, cake,
chips, dip, salsa, and buffalo
chicken dip. As the evening was .
winding down we picked the winners ‘c. our
door prizes that included. gift certificates to
Burger King and to AMC Movie Theater. Also,
students won jars filled with skittles, m & m's,
and starbursts. A good time was had by all.

Senior High Sunday
Night's Are Off And

Running
During the month of February we held a
meeting with our senior high students to
explore the idea of beginning a Senior High

Youth Group that meets on a weekly basis. The | |
response was extremely positive and we began | |

meeting on February 15th. Our evening
includes a meal, music, games, message, and
prayer. We have had a very successful meeting
with excellent enthusiasm and attendance. We
plan to continue to meet. If you have not
attended we invite you to come.

Senior High Student
Schedule For March
March 1st-  No Meeting (Students and
Adults return from winter
retreat)
March 8th -  6:00PM-8:00PM Senior High
Night @ SHELC
March 14th-  Third Day Revelation Tour @
The Palladium, Worcester,
MA (see article)
March 15th-  6:00PM-8:00PM Jr/Sr High
Bowling @ Blue Fox
March 22nd- 6:00PM-8:00PM Senior High
Night @ SHELC
March 29th - 6:00PM-8:00PM SHELC

Students Serve SHELC (see
article)

THIRD DAY
REVELATION TOUR

On Saturday March 14th we will be a
part of the Third Day Revelation Tour with
special guests Brandon Heath and Revive. This

_{event is open to both middle and high school

students. We are.= ordering tha tickets
immediately and the cost is $25.00. The plan is
to.meet @ SHELC at 4:00 PM, make a supper

" |stop on the Mass. Pike, and be at the concert
-+5t 7:30PM. If you plan on attending please see

Dick or Scott for ticket information and final
details.

An Fvening @ Blue Fox
Rock -n- Bowl

On Sunday evening March 15th we are
planning a fun event @ Blue Fox Rock-n-Bowl.
So dust off those bowling
shoes and bring your A
game. We will have
prizes for each game
high scorer. Invite your
friends and meet at the
bowling alley at 6:00 PM
and plan on being picked
up at 8:00 PM. The cost
of the evening is $15.00
and this includes pizza.
This event is for both middle and high school
students.

Students Serving SHELC

As we are preparing for Holy Week we
will be spending Sunday evening March 29th
sprucing up our
church. Put your
overalls on, bring
all of your
cleaning supplies
along with a
positive  attitude
and we will make
our church
sparkle. We will
meet at 6:00 PM and conclude by 8:00 PM.
Please eat dinner before you come. We will
spend time organizing the Senior High Youth
Room. Hope to see all middle and high school
students there. Yes we will play Ga-Ga and
have dessert.
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