VOICE OF THE HILLS

Shepherd of the Hills Evangelical Lutheran Church

7 Wescott Road, Simsbury, CT 06070

June 2009

Summer Sports Camp

When: August 10-14, 9 AM — Noon
Where:SHELC
Who: Kids (ages 5 through 12)
What: Choose from:

Soccer, Ultimate
Frisbee and Cheerleading.

y 4

Each camp day will include:
sports training and
instruction time
snack and water break
character building
lessons
Cool music and tons of fun!

/*%\ Co-sponsored by Shepherd of the
/3 Hills Evangelical Lutheran Church
IOE and Valley Brook Community
//\‘{,_ ™. Church.
v i“/—’\

=G Watch for registration forms in the
2'52>Eﬁ@~ bulletin during the summer.

Report from the
SEMI-ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL

MEETING
Sunday, May 31, 2009

In short it is was a great, very positive
meeting.

First item of business was a brief review of
the budget and balances to date. There was good
news there as our income is ahead of budget. But
let's not get too cocky about

this: a big part of the reason COIlnggational

is that one of our families g
AR

gives annually, and their E
2 iﬂ% G

annual gift was given earlier é ?“7
this year. We all need to ff %
f
The second item was a discussion of our

remember that the same/
need for regular income we
have is also needed by our church.

2009 Plan-Do: The MEGA EVENT. Mark Tschiegg
introduced the topic by outlining the opportunities
and challenges before us. The event is designed to
in our

make our congregation more Vvisible
community by offering to do
several fund raising activities
for a few of the charities that
serve the people of our 3
towns. Our Saturday of ME@JAE
service will also be an R
opportunity to invite people to gV/EJ‘\ J'__";J
worship and the church 8 ' BE BB HEE-
picnic being held the following day. A show of
hands and a sign up sheet registered enough
support for this event to encourage us to continue
the planning and recruitment needed to accomplish
our goals. Patti Lorenzen (651-7670) and Lani
Malloy (844-1228) are co-chairing this event for the
Outreach Committee. They would love to hear of
your enthusiastic support and willingness to help.

The last item on the agenda was the
election of new members to the Congregation
Council. We had five openings, and three
candidates: Violet LaFreniere, Barbara Gruell and
Roy Johnson. Charlie Baier volunteered at the
meeting, and the four were elected unanimously.

Pastor McGurn pointed out to the
congregation that the Council meeting agendas
have been reorganized in a way that allows the

Council to spend more time
ChllT’Ch discussing future plans and
= Council possibilities. Since the more
routine business and reports
have a tendency to expand
to fill available time, they
have been moved to the end
of the meetings. This allows
to spend more intentional time
discussing ways to enhance our ministry into the
future.

Finally, after the meeting, Steve Stickel
offered to continue to serve, and he will be re-
elected by the Council at the June meeting. His
faithful offer to serve completes the complement of
the Council.

the Council

Allin all, it was a really positive meeting



THE SHEPHERD'S STAFF

The Rev. Robert P. McGurn 658-0383

MADE ANY LOANS LATELY?*

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

[ read an interesting article last month on faith
and finance. It turns out that credit markets,
redemption, banking and religion all have something
in common. If you are curious about how these things
and even almsgiving are all connected, read on.

From The Ecornomist magazine: “Much in
modern economics is taken on trust. Even the most
basic goods depend on complex links between
suppliers strewn across the globe. The glue that binds
the whole system together is trust — trust that suppliers
will deliver the right goods on time; trust that
payments will duly pass down the supply chain.”

This need for trust is reflected in our language.
In several languages the words for “creditor,” “creed,”
and “belief” are similar. In Latin, for example, the
word “to believe” is credere, from which we get the
English word, “creditor.” Your acceptance of paper
dollar certificates as payment for your labor is an
exercise of belief/trust that someone else will accept
that same paper from you in exchange for something
provided by their labor.

All of this relates back to the Reformation
question about the relationship between faith and
works. The theological term used for this is “the
economy of salvation:” how are we redeemed from
sin? Another way to ask this question is to ask, what
role does the charitable support of our neighbors in
need play, if any, in our redemption?

The answer to these questions lies in the early
church’s understanding of the role of almsgiving. Our
modern understanding of care for the poor has largely
been surrendered to the government. It is social
policy, or redistribution of wealth, that gets the
emphasis. But in giving emphasis to charity we have
lost the distinctively emphasis it had in Judaism and
the early Church. Direct service to the poor had a
great value for other reasons in both communities.

This is reflected in Jesus’ teaching, especially
when he returns again and again to the idea of “storing
up for yourself treasures in heaven.” Inherent in this
image is the concept that the “depositor” trusts the
“banker.” The faith, trust and belief that were needed
to trust ancient banks are concepts deeply imbedded in
Jesus’ parables about our treasure in heaven.

Among the ancient Jewish rabbis, the idea of
giving alms was spoken of as giving God aloan. Itis
so closely related to economics that in the case of one
rabbi, when he cautions against loaning money, he
follows this warning with the exhortation to give alms
to the poor because, “One who is generous to the poor
makes a loan to the Lord; he will surely repay him.”
Gifts to the poor, it turns out, are really loans to God.

This understanding is central to resolving the
Reformation debate about faith and works. When
alms are given to the poor, it is not done as a means of
buying or earning your salvation. Rather, almsgiving
is a demonstration of your status as a creditor — a
believer — of God. In giving alms, faith is enacted.
The act of charity makes tangible and real that which
is unseen until the credit is extended. Just as the
banker shows that he believes in you when he extends
you a loan — you show God you have faith in him by
offering alms. Faith and works in the context of
charity towards the poor are inseparable.

Our contemporary practice of relegating
support of the poor to the government certainly has
some positive aspects to it. But this relegation comes
at a cost. First, the sense of the community’s
responsibility for its least and lowest is lost under a
blanket of bureaucracy. Second, and even greater
importance, it obscures the divinely intended ordering
of the world. Acts of charity — gifts to our neighbor —
reflect the very nature of God’s generous gifts to us.
When we extend charity to our neighbors, we
participate in the very act of love that brought creation
into being. Loss of this understanding is a great loss.

Almsgiving is founded on belief in the trust-
worthiness of God. In a nation and world that has a
very short supply of trust in its financial and banking
institutions, we have a banker whose credit-
worthiness is never in question.

* Much of this letter is excerpted from Faith & Finance, by Gary
A. Anderson, in the May 2009 issue of First Things magazine.



?PRAYER CONCERNS ¥

LET US PRAY...

FOR QUR MEMBERS:

Pray for: Reason:
Leslie Schneid Radiation

Charlie Baier Recovery from knee replacement surgery

For those who mourn:
Pray for the family & friends of: Relation:

Richard Ferrari's mother
Susan Garrett's grandmother
Sally Crowe’s aunt

K. Gajewski’s friend

Proto family friend

C. Calhoun’s friend
Calhoun'’s grandson’s mother

Charlotte Ferrari
Minnie Post

Marcia Rossnagle
Cindy Slomcinski

vy Person

Norman Daniels
Darren’ White's Mother

FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS (CURRENT CONCERNS):\

Name Requester Relationship Reason

Peggy Myers Stevens Friend Cancer

Albert Calhoun E. Calhoun Brother Peaceful Death

Carl Cathoun E. Calhoun Brother Patience and continued healing from surgery
Michael Ciarcia K. Barrett Friend Cancer

Terry Story R. Bremer Nephew Heart attack

Norma Clark Clarks Jim’s mother Hip replacement rehab
Robbi Boston Endorfs Neighbor/Friend  Brain aneurysm recovery
Marge Way Granstrand Aunt Parkinson's

Burt Way Granstrand Uncle Aging Problems

Stan Slomcinski & K. Gajewski Co-worker Grief

family

Evelyn Ferreira C. King Sister Upcoming neck surgery
Jackie Anderson J. Klenk Co-worker Recovery from 2" surgery
David Bahn S. Kroninger Father Prostate cancer

Barbara Hass L. McGurn Friend Brain cancer

Gloria Thisell McGurn Friend Terminal cancer

Ed Hayden D. Reed Friend Cancer

Jack McGetrick Schlichers future in-laws Cancer

Rose Voorvaart C. Stevens Neighbor Cancer

Betsy Popoli B. Tschiegg Niece Family concerns

FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS THAT ARE LISTED IN OUR BULLETIN EACH WEEK.

FOR THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE THAT ARE LISTED IN OUR BULLETIN EACH WEEK.

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS TO THE OFFICE. WE WILL FORWARD THEM TO THE PRAYER CHAIN.



Happy Birthday to:

Name Birthday rvi
lvy LaFreniere 06/03 Se ice SCﬁedu[é
Lori Johnson 06/04 Included with the newsletter is the Service
Adele Rossignol 06/04 Schedule for June. Please review it carefully. The
Carol Crosset 06/05 sign up sheet for all Worship Servers is now posted
Delaney Trinks 06/05 in Fellowship Hall. Remember to check the chart in
Seg E:talﬁ(r;G 0 82;32 the narthex and bulletin for last minute changes to
obe u

Samantha Christensen 06/06 RIS
Livia Valentino 06/06
Gianna Valentino 06/06 Bulletin Deadline
eI e e vy The bulletin deadline each week is
Griffin Barrows 06/07

: Wednesday at noon. Announcements may be
Barb Tschiegg 06/08 , ; .
e 06/11 drqpped off at Claudia Steele’s desk or emailed to
Andrew Havighorst 06/11 office@shelc.org.
Deborah Crosset 06/12
Richard Havighorst 06/13 4
Rich Havighorst 06/14 News[etter Dea.d’[ine
Marilyn Havighorst 06/15 The newsletter deadline for the
Doris Eaton 06/16 March issue is June 21st. Articles may be dropped
Dennis Proto 06/16 off at Claudia Steele's desk or emailed to
Michele Endorf 06/17 office@shelc.org.
Larry LaMay 06/18
Joe Schneid 06/18
Linda McGurn 06/20 MMR TﬁOWfR
Randy Bremer 06/21
Zachary Medeglia 06/22 CMEWDAR ’.POSTZ'E
Jack Vanderbilt 06/27 The 2009 Altar Flower Calendar has been posted.
Carly Tersavich 06/27 > The <cost of the
geor B F(;’”Er 06528 L | By < flowers are: center

ary Burdic 06/28 i

Kristen Koproske 06/28 glesci:g e$jaos'gg g?g égr
Jake Barrows 06/28 . e
Alden Crosset 06/30 Instructions on how

to order the flowers
are on the bulletin board with the chart.

Eﬁﬂi 3 P P L} AI"E niversar i}
e AN

BIBLE READINGS FOR JUNE

Hapﬁ;’ n‘:\e"""’ersary to: Date June lsaiah 6:1-8: Psalm 29: Romans 8:12-17:
John & Karen Barrett 06/04 7 John 3:1-17

Richard & Jill Schiicher 06/07 June Ezekiel 17:22-24: Psalm 92:1-4. 12-15:
Jim & Louise Hoar 06/15 14 2 Corinthians 5:1-17; Mark 4:26-24

Lhrﬁ aRf(;" ngfggji\b‘s”k?a McGurn 82;}2 June Job 38:1-11; Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32;
Scott & Karen Gordon 06/21 21 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41

June Lamentations 3:22-33; Psalm 30;
28 2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 5: 21-43
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Senior High Nights @
SHELC

We will continue to meet on Sunday Nights
during the month of June.
The only Sunday we will not
meet will be Father's Day
June 21st. So our schedule
looks like this:

June 7th

Sunday Night @ SHELC
6:00PM-8:00PM
June 14th

Sunday Night @ SHELC
6:00PM- 8:00PM
June 21st

No Senior High Night
June 28th

Fun Night To Be
Announced

TTMC O XHCO
mrcomIanm

Confirmation Sunday
June 14th

On Sunday June 14th at our 9:00AM Worship
Service 5 of our

students  will be L M.
Confirming their faith. /4
They are: Daniel Clark, é
Kristen Endorf, Ryan g

Elizabeth  O’Neil, M
Garrett Crowe, and /j

Laura Tschiegg. We )
encourage you to make

a special effort to

celebrate their

Confirmation by your attendance.

Confirmation

Dedication of Mission Trip
Students on June 28th

On Sunday June 28th, 21
students and 5 adults will
be commissioned to serve
our God this summer on
our summer mission trips.
We will be serving in
Walpole Island, Ontario
(July 4—11) and York, PA

(July 25-31). Also, if you would like to write
a note of encouragement the care
packages will be on the windows in the
narthex. Please take a moment and write a
note.

e/ N

The family’s financial responsibility is as follows
for the Senior High Mission Trip: The final
portion of the travel expense is $150.00 and
that is due on the day we leave on July 4". The
family’s financial responsibility is as follows for
the Middle School Mission Trip: The final
portion of the travel expense is $150.00 and
that is the due the day we leave on July 24™.

YOUTH MINISTRY
TEAM MEETING & BB9

On Monday June 15th we :‘ N

are having a Youth Ministry Jie ‘/
Team Meeting and BBQ at / &-AN2
the home of the Chambers. /ﬂ

The grill will be cooking at ))
6:00PM with dinner served J\ A2/}
at 6:30PM. Following dinner SUINIIME
will be our regular monthly

Team Meeting as we plan vo“T“
our "Summer Fun in the PROGRAM
Sun" events.

My souL WAITS,
AND IN HIS WORD

tHOPE















