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THE SHEPHERD'S STAFF

The Rev. Robert P. McGum 658-0583

The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them. 1saan11:s

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

The above passage is a prophecy Isaiah makes
about how Israel shall one day live in God’s holy
kingdom. The last line has been echoing in my head
lately because of things happening around here.

Last Sunday we had a wonderful experience
with a group that has named itself LOVINGKINDNESS.
The group is composed of 4 female vocalists, two
guitarists, two drummers and a keyboardist. Their
name is a reflection of their desire to play music that
embodies the loving kindness God has given the
world in his son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

In case you missed it, let me tell you that they
did exactly that in beautiful and skilled ways. The
music was uplifting, reverent, singable, and gave great
praise to God. If you were away last weekend, you
missed a wonderful worship experience.

But as good as all that was, here’s the best
part: these people weren’t visitors. They were our
own youth and adults. Spencer Legnani and Adam
Svindland were on guitar, Alden Crosset and John
Kroninger shared the drums, Laura Tschiegg, Kathryn
O’Neil, Caitlyn Rourke and Kat Smith were vocals,
and Karen Levan led on the keyboard.

After years of conversation with quite a few
members about more varied instrumentation in our
worship, these young people and their adult “helpers”
made it happen. On the way out of worship [ received
more positive comments about the service than ever
before. It was terrific! Ialso received assurances that
it will not be the last time they will lead worship, and
that was music to my ears.

While they weren’t exactly “little” children
leading us (actually, they weren’t even close to little
children) it was the children of this congregation who
led us through a wonderful worship experience.

I've also been reflecting on the up-coming
youth mission trips. In a week our Senior High youth

will be heading off to an Indian reservation in Canada
for a week of hard work, worship and spiritual
growth. Two weeks later the Junior High heads off'to
Pennsylvania. Anyone who has been on one of the
trips knows that the “hard work”™ in that list is a big
part of the week. Our youth and their leaders will do
everything from painting houses to building handicap
ramps, to picking up trash. As areward they then get
to sleep on the floor in an un-air conditioned school
classroom and eat cafeteria food!

But they go — year after year — serving others —
sleeping on floors — sweating and working hard. They
do it because they have been called by our Lord to
love others in His name. And they want to do that.
So they go, and they do loving service faithfully and
well. Interestingly, as they seek to be a sign of Jesus’
love to those they serve, what they discover is Jesus
looking back at them in those whose needs they meet.

Their service is both a gift to their Lord and an
extension of our ministry. They serve both in the
name of Jesus and in your name: the name of
Shepherd of the Hills. (The prayer shawls made by so
many of you are a concrete example of this truth.)
Your support makes it all possible.

These are not “little” children leading us by
example, but they certainly are the children of this
congregation.

May God bless them and those they serve.

May God bless all who’s spiritual, financial
and prayer support makes their ministry possible.

And may God bless us as we worship together.

With Chrigt's 1 for you,
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