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Ministry Parvtnership
Update

The Ministry Partnership Team will be
working in the coming weeks to provide Pastor
McGurn with some performance feedback. This is
an opportunity for us to share with Pastor those
things that we believe he does well, and
also identify any areas where there might be for
improvement. We'd like to invite everyone in the
congregation to participate in this process. We will
be leaving copies of a feedback form in the narthex

- - please take

a few minutes
' gy fo take one
$ and fill it out,
and return it to

V7 one of the
\ members  of
BN our team

listed below.
By  January
25th To
ensure that we get a broad cross-section of
feedback, we will also be reaching out to some
members for a conversational interview. If you
would prefer to have a conversation instead of
filling out the questionnaire, please reach out to one
of us. Thanks in advance for your participation in
this very important process.

Kim Gajewski (413-9292)
Doug Endorf ((653-0416)
Susan Garrett (651-6506)
Sally Crowe (408-1282)
Jeff Klenk (658-0124)

BOOX DISCUSSION GROUP

The book discussion group at SHELC will
be meeting in January in the Media Room. The
date of the meeting will be the third Tuesday of the
month at 7PM. January's book

discussion will be by the
German author , Ursula
Hegi. The novel wunder

discussion will be "The Worst
Thing I've Done." Please feel free to join us even if

you've not had an opportunity to read the current
selection. All types of literature are discussed-
memoirs, fiction, essays, etc. Any questions? See
Carlyn Stevens or Betty Forler.

The February meeting of the book
discussion group will take place in the Media Room
here at Shepherd of the Hills on February 17th at 7
PM. The book under discussion will be "Here If
You Need Me" a memoir by
Kate Breastrup. Kate's
husband , who was in law
enforcement, planned to
become a minister. When
he died unexpectedly, Kate
decided to go into the
ministry.

March's book
discussion will also take
place in the Media Room at
7 PM on Tuesday, March 21st. The book under
discussion in March will be "The Life and Times of
the Thunderbolt Kid"- a memoir by Bill Bryson. This
memoir is in an entirely different vein. Mr. Bryson is
a very humorous writer and this book deals with
growing up in the United States in the '50's. Feel
free to join us for book discussion- we discuss
many types of literature- fiction, non-fiction,
memoirs, etc. Any questions- See Carlyn Stevens
or Marge Vanderbilt.

Christmas/Epiphany

Program

Our Christmas/Epiphany program this year
will be held during the 10:30 worship
service on Sunday January 4th. .=
Bob King will once again be :
directing the program, Jesus —3
Comes Home. All youth and =38
adults are welcome to join. 38
Rehearsal will be held =38
between services on December —3EE
28th and January 4th. A dress =
rehearsal will be scheduled
separately.
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The Rev. Robert P. McGurmn 658-0583

GRACE MOMENTS

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

It seems impossible that 2008 is gone. But
clearly it is. That reality makes me pause and reflect.
Where did the year go? What did we do that lingers
in my memory?

As I think about those questions, my heart
becomes entangled in the contrasts of our ministry
together. I become aware that both the greatest joys
and greatest pains have been occasions of our most
profound ministry. I also recognize that each of these
have been moments of God’s grace breaking into our
lives.

This year both our congregation and my
personal family have experienced the death of
someone far too young. There can be no greater blow
to a family than the death of a beloved child. Both of
these deaths were, and still are, times of the deepest
grief for the families, for friends and for members of
their churches.

The great irony of these tragedies is that these
times of tremendous grief and loss became times for
the church to rally together in a remarkable ways. On
no other occasion I have ever experienced have as
many members of our congregation come together for
a single purpose. Building campaigns, fellowship
events, and even worship services have not drawn
people together as powerfully. These times of loss
became rallying points in the churches that reaped a
harvest of love and fellowship. While this in no way
diminishes the tragedies, they nevertheless became
times when God broke in with moments of grace.

Another grace moment began very differently.
The couple needed to move, but they didn’t have any
family anywhere nearby to help. So they called upon
their SHELC family for help, and we did. And later,
when their wedding day arrived, we were the family
they called upon to help them celebrate. Both ofthese
were caring moments of grace, for them and for those
who shared them with them.

But — and as frail mortals there always seems
to be a “but” — this joy was far too short. Death
intervened and grief and sadness cut short the joy.
Yet, even this became a grace-filled moment of
caring. Our members again were the needed family.

Each of these situations has become what [ am
calling a grace moment: a time in the life of our
congregation and our individual members when the
grace of God breaks into our life together.

Grace moments are precious. They are
precious because sometimes they only occur in the
midst of great suffering, as at the time of a death. But
they are also precious simply because they are times
when we are privileged to see God’s presence at work
in the lives and love of our life together as the Body of
Christ.

Thankfully, not all grace moments come at
such a high cost. Many are visible in simple everyday
events. Certainly, our Sunday worship is such a
moment when God comes to us in the Word
proclaimed and the Sacrament received. The
challenge with such “ordinary” grace moments is that
we too often take them for granted and lose sight of
how special they are.

But the big ones, the billboard moments like
the ones mentioned above, these become events to be
cataloged in our memory because of the dramatic way
they illustrate God’s grace and presence at work in our
midst. These times of great joy and tragic sadness
both become memorable because the same grace of
God is at work in each.

The harvest of these grace moments is from
seeds that we have been sowing for years. Our life
together in Christ has quietly been nurturing those
seeds of love and fellowship for a long time. Whether
it is in times of joy or sadness, it is truly a blessing to
be able to see God at work in our life together.

As we walk into 2009, whatever comes our
way, let us remember that we face these things with
Christ, and with Him at our side, each event is a
moment of grace.

With Christ's love for you,



Y PRAYER CONCERNS$

LET US PRAY...

FOR OUR MEMBERS:

Pray for: Reason:

Charlie Baier Arterial blockages
Virginia Hooper Hospitalized
Leslie Schneid Chemotherapy

FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS (CURRENT CONCERNS):

For those who mourn:
Pray for the family & friends of:  Relation:

John Long Karin Hedlin's husband
Doris Miller Carolyn Calhoun's aunt
Chet Gajesski Jack Gajewski's father

Edward Stickel
Abigail & Sydney Douville
Marcia Cone

Steve Stickel's uncle
Grandstrand’s friend’s twins
Grandstrand'’s friend

Name Requester Relationship Reason

Allison Baier Baier Granddaughter Shoulder & knee surgery
Norman Daniels Calhoun Friend Fragility & aging at 101
Natalie Dossey Calhoun Friend Pregnancy complications
Doris Henry Clark/Paffrath Friend

Sophie Gajewski J. Gajewski Mother Injury from a fall

Joseph Kawa K. Gajewski Coworker’s son Life threatening injuries
Alye Ann Adamo Granstrand friend Thyroid tumor

Justin Cormier R. Johnson Grandson Anxiety disorders

Lois Mason K. Hedlin Friend Sciatica

Kay LaFreniere P. LaFreniere Mother Pulmonary embolism
Sylvia Roderick M. Lenentine Cousin Cancer

Daphne England M. Lenentine Friend Renal Failure

Zachery VanGundy L. McGurn Friend 11 yr old with aplastic anemia or leukemia
Leslie Fraser L. McGurn Friend Two broken wrists
Nancy Dodge S. Rossignol Mother Mobility issues

Pete Klein K. Smith Brother New employment

Peggy Meyers Stevens Friend Cancer

Sandy Benson Stevens Sister Health concerns

Jim Stickel S. Stickel Brother Multiple surgeries

FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS THAT ARE LISTED IN OUR BULLETIN EACH WEEK.

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS TO THE OFFICE. WE WILL FORWARD THEM TO THE PRAYER CHAIN.
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Happy Birthday to:

Name Birthday
Carolynn Lauben 01/01
John Warhola 01/01
Suzanne Rakich 01/01
Michael Christensen 01/03
Steve Crosset 01/04
Rebakah Morris-Milliken 01/05
Emmalee Smith 01/07
Nicholas Liguori 01/11
Ryan Elizabeth O'Neil 01/15
Jonathan Gordon 01/17
Lucy Bremer 01/19
Paul Huffman 01/22
Michael Clark 01/24
Lori O'Neil 01/25
Jim Clark 01/26
Carolyn Calhoun 01/27
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Happy Anniversary to:
Name Date
Dennis & Megan Proto 01/01
Paul & Carole Weill 01/19

Philip & Charlotte Couchon  01/26

BIBLE READINGS FOR JANUARY

Jan. Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20;
4  Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:1-18

Jan. Genesis 1:-1-5; Psalm 29;
11 Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11

Jan. 1 Samuel 3:1-20; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;
18 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51

Jan. Jonah 3;1-5,10; Psalm 62:5-12;
25 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20

Service Schedule

Included with the newsletter is the Service
Schedule for November into December. Please
review it carefully as there have been changes.
Remember to check the chart in the narthex and
bulletin for last minute changes to the schedule. If
you are not able to serve on a particular date on the
schedule, please find your substitute and notify the
church office.

Bulletin Deadline

The bulletin  deadline each week is
Wednesday at noon. Announcements may be
dropped off at Claudia Steele’s desk or emailed to
office@shelc.org.

Newsletter Deadline

The newsletter deadline for the
January issue is December 16th. Articles may be
dropped off at Claudia Steele’s desk or emailed to
office@shelc.org.

Holiday Service Schedule
Sign u
There will be a sigh up sheet on the kiosk
for the Christmas Eve Services and Christmas Day
service. Please check you calendars and sign up

for the roles that you are willing to serve in. Your
help is greatly appreciated.

Altar Flowers Chart

There are several Sundays throughout the
coming months that are still available to sponsor
Altar Flowers on the Flower Chart posted in the
narthex. The cost of the flowers are: center piece
$40.00 and for 2 side vases $70.00. Instructions on
how to order the flowers are on the
bulletin board with the chart.

Look for the 2009 Altar Calendar
in the coming weeks.
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REVOLUTION 09’

Attention
a 1 |
students
grades
6th-12th
mark
Sunday
January
25th from
6:30PM-
8:00PM
on your
calendar
for  the
6th annual REVOLUTION 09' Youth Event.
You may ask yourself what is REVOLUTION
09". It is 150 never forget, jam packed minutes
of fun and fellowship for you and all of your
friends. It includes great food, games, prizes,
skits, drama, big screen video, message, and
live worship music from the band SALVATION
ROAD. The guest speaker is John Vampatella.
This event is sponsored by the Greater
Hartford Youth Network and held at Trinity
United Methodist Church in Windsor. The cost
is free. We will meet at SHELC at 6:00 PM and
will return by 8:30 PM. Please speak to Dick
Granstrand (653-5715) or Scott to let us know
you will be coming so we can provide adequate
transportation.
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ATTENTION
SENIOR HIGIH
STUDENTS

Are you interested in starting a Sunday Night
@ SHELC for Senior High students? | know |

am. It has been a dream of mine to see this
take place at SHELC and there has been some
rumblings from a few of the senior high
students. | am looking for a core group of
senior high students that would gather on a
regular basis for a meal, music, games, a time
in the Bible, service projects, and of course,
some fun events. Our fun events would be
monthly that could include ice-skating, broom
ball, whirlyball, bowling, rock climbing, dinner,
fast-food progressive dinner, laser tag, movie
night, and anything else that might be fun. If
you are interested please speak to Dick
Granstrand (653-5715) or Scott as we would
like to begin in January.

Cookie Sale a Success

Many thanks to Nancy Clark and Sally Crowe
for helping to organize our annual Christmas
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14th. The parents

really out did P
themselves  this
year with many T{l -

variety of cookies
and our students
did a great job
serving at the
event. We raised a
total of $623.00 to
help our students
who are attending
next summer
mission trips. A
heartfelt thanks to our
supporting our cookie sale.

congregation for
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Director of

!

Christian Youth Formation
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Scott Chambers
651-8691









