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Youwr Council Connectiow ...
By Jack Vanderbilt

This is the 2™ of the new column providing our members with a more
transparent view of Church Council activity. The column will try to
include items of interest, whether they are major or not. Note that
because of Newsletter deadlines, the column actually covers from
about the 20™ of one month to 20" of the next. So this report covers
activity up to about the 20™ of January.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

This was a busy month for the council. The regular meeting covered
two nights (the 2" and 9™) and a Blueprint for Change (BfC) meeting
was held on the 16™.

The business of the December Council meeting included:

1. The 2012 Budget was the main focus. As you can imagine, the
coming year is a difficult one to predict, since costs will change
as we go through a pastoral change and BfC changes. The new
budget (which will be reviewed in detail at the Congregational
Meeting on the 29" starting at 10:30am) contains challenges that
all members will need to address as we proceed on our journey
together.

Chumh The Eligible Voter List was reviewed and approved. It was noted

wlml that a few members, including some youth, do not appear on
that list. The reason for this is that to be a voter, a member must
have received communion and given a financial gift of record
during the year (a Constitutional requirement). Simply placing
cash in the offering plate does not provide a record. Therefore
those wishing to vote must put at least $1 in a regular envelope

(or even an envelope with their name on it) sometime during the

year to qualify.

3. A Call Committee consisting of Kim Gajewski, Mark Tschiegg,
Kat Smith, Susan Garrett-Moon, Doug Endorf, Fred Christensen,
and Ken Zacharias was proposed and approved. As noted last
month, Call Committee activity will not be reported here, unless it
requires Council action.

4. Property issues were deferred for discussion on the budget. It
was noted that the old shed has been removed.

5. The 6™ BfC meeting was held on the 16™, but since your reporter
was not able to attend, any info from that meeting will be
provided next month.
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THE SHEPHERD'S STAFF

The Rev. Robert P. McGurn 658-0583

Brothers & Ssters,

In light of our recent conversations about the need for evangelismin a changing world, I'm giving my
Pastor’s letter space to Pastor Peter Seinke of the Alban Institute. Heis a consultant to churches seeking to
deal with the difficulties of doing faithful ministry in the fast changing twenty first century world. Pastor
Seinke speaks about the journey of a congregation — the journey we' re embarked on. Hisarticleisfilled with
the realities before us, but also with the hope that is ours as the Holy Spirit leads us into the future. 1t'sworth

reading. -- Pastor McGurn

THERE ONCE WASA WORLD

There once was a world where the church functioned
according to what some have called the "attractional”
model (others have named it the participatory model).
People come to a place, consume the spiritual goods,
and serve as patrons to "meet the budget.” But a shift has
happened. North American culture has taken new turns.

Christendom refers to a period of time when the
Christian faith profoundly informed the culture. And, in
turn, the culture carried the traditions, symbols, and
rituals of the Christian faith. Another often-used term—
post-Christian era—captures the reality that the
importance and influence of Christianity in North
American society has been in decline for at least three
decades. In a "post-Christian" world, the church cannot
expect favorable treatment or higher visibility.

One could say that a gathering storm—a confluence of
factors—has assailed the church and its dominant perch
on the societal ladder. None of this has to do with the
church's internal functioning. The sea change is external
or contextual. There once was a world that was eager to
be hospitable to Christian churches and supported "blue
laws," soccer-less Sundays, eating fish rather than meat
on Friday, public prayer in schools and at nodal events,
deferring to clergy by way of discounts, weekly religion
sections in urban newspapers, and greeting others with
"Merry Christmas." Now, suddenly, with steep changes
happening in our society, congregations have to ask
themselves whether they are responding to a world that
no longer exists.

The loss of members, influence, and a sense of
mission—the church's misfortune of the moment—
resembles the experience of Israel's exile. The lesson of
the present dislocation is clear, if still not learned. The era
of Christendom is gone. No longer is culture subsidizing
and supporting churches.

Today's rapidly changing world is pressing the church
to respond to a shift of paradigms—but not for the first
time. In previous shifts, the church has both responded
slowly and responded imaginatively. More than once,

much of what people have thought and done has had to
be reworked.

Each shift carried both danger and opportunity. In
today's context, the church is challenged by the
astonishing pace of change in the world. We are in some
ways ill prepared to act rapidly, since the church is as an
entity made up of people who are creatures of nature,
subject to seasons, rhythms, and stages. We cannot be
mechanically geared for shifting quickly.

Regardless of the nature of change, the church affirms
that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is the God
who has been active in history and who will be active in
the future. Faced with a strange new world, the church is
challenged to be true to its purpose and attuned to its
context. | believe the paradigm shift of rapid change
constitutes a rich opportunity for the church. God has set
the door open to the future. But the new day is as
perplexing as it is promising. As Old Testament scholar
Walter Brueggemann explains, "It is abundantly and
unmistakably clear that we are in a deep dislocation in
our society that touches every aspect of our lives." We
are living in a new context where old certainties are
disappearing, old institutions are less dependable, old
assumptions are questionable, and old neighborhoods
are less cohesive. Logically, if not spiritually, we may
even have to allow for the possibility that these
dislocations could be part of God's new creation. It may
be God working through the unknown that contributes to
the destabilization of the world. God is no stranger to
Eden's deportation, Babel's scattering, the exodus, the
exile, and crucifixion. God can be surprising, mysterious,
taking history into unexpected turns.

The challenge of change for a congregation on a
downward slope is precisely to redefine and redirect its
mission. They have to realize that decline is not an end to
mission. Yes, they are mere shadows of their past. Yes,
rethinking mission is difficult, for congregations are
burdened by big or deteriorating buildings, smaller staffs,
a paucity of young families, and a shortage of hope. But



expansion is not the sole gauge of mission orientation.
One problem with this thinking is the belief that, for
congregations, all things are equal. But congregations are
not in the same place, same stage, or same
circumstance. That's not reality.

Congregations may hanker for a technique that will
bring about results they want to achieve; they want to
replicate what has been discovered by someone else:
"Give me a copy of the wonderful plans." Seeing what
those plans have done for others, they want the same
result—but without going through the process that got the
others to that point. The shortcut of imitation certainly
bypasses a lot of pain. How churches hunger for
precisely this situation.

Meaningful, lasting outcomes are the result of the
journey and the learning that takes place. Maybe a word
of caution should be stamped on all programs: "Not
transferable." Transition time is life's curriculum. Being on
the path opens new insight; being on the path, not the

steps one takes, is the very condition necessary for
learning.

The Bible is replete with stories of transition and exile.
Jacob, who was always a wimpy character, is on his way
to meet the brother he tricked and fooled. He struggles
with an angel on the wet banks of the Jabbok River, and
out of the struggle finds strength to meet his brother.
Jesus spends forty days in the wilderness—alone,
hungry, numb—and the devil tempts him three times. The
process of thinking, testing, and exploring contains the
lessons. Churches need to remember that no handbook
is available on freelancing mission. Only by going out,
being there, and seeing from a fresh angle will the
process lead to learning. Discovering how to respond to
shifts and changes is the learning. Self-confidence is a
byproduct. But growth is in the struggle, the push, and the
journey.

Printed by permission - Copyright, Alban
Institute, November 2010

Storage Problems ... Did yow do- youwr powt??

Last month | addressed the storage problem, and | asked you if you would
check whatever storage for which you are responsible and dispose of the
unused stuff. If you haven’'t done it yet, please do it in the next couple weeks.

After that time, my “eager-to-through-away-things” team will begin to review
the storage picture and bring it into reasonable shape. Remember, look in
the new boiler room, the old ‘boiler’ (really electrical) room, the Fellowship
Hall closets, all class room and meeting room cabinets, the loft, the attic
spaces, the kitchen, and ... wherever you have ‘stashed’ your ‘stuff.’

And if you haven't used it in 2-3 years, you probably don’t need it. As
mentioned before, surplus that might be of use to others could be put it in the
Fellowship Hall with a “free — take me” sign. Thanks for helping!

Pastor’s Vacationw

Pastor and Linda will be on vacation February 2" through February 7. If
you have a pastoral concern, please contact Pastor Doug Ryniewicz at 860-
595-9560 or 860-430-9111. Pastor McGurn will return to the office on
February 8" and to the pulpit on Sunday, February 12".
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? PRAYER CONCERNS'?

LET Us PRAY
FOR OUR MEMBERS:
Pray for: Reason: Pray for: Reason:
Barbara Holtkamp Severe shoulder pain Marilyn Havighorst Polymyosistis
Jinny Hooper Infection
FOR THOSE THAT MOURN:
Pray for the family & friends of: Relation:
Bill Huebner Former church member
Ervin Lenentine Mavis Lenentine’s brother
Ross Smith Scott Smith’s father
Rev. Cyril Wismar Holtman’s Friend
Linda Parks Granstrand’s friend
IN THANKSGIVING FOR
For John Nixon’s successful heart procedure
Jack Chambers successful rehab from hip surgery
FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS (CURRENT CONCERNS):
Pray for: Requested Relation: Reason: Pray for: Requested Relation: Reason:
by: by:
Cleste Saxon G. Stomski Friend Cancer Andrew Mynette L. McGurn Friend Cancer
Mary Moule K. Gajewski Mother Breast surgery Mary Keeton Baier Son’s mother-in-  Cancer, COPD
(12127) law
Tina Shaw R. O'Neil Friend Surgery Jackie Downes  P. Smith Friend Health concerns
Jackie Kittle C. Steele Son’s Broken hip Laurie Baier Baier Daughter Pending knee
mother-in- surgery & chronic
law Lyme disease
Mary Vittori K. Zacharias  Sister Heart & Back Mildred Hornell ~ C. Baier Sister Bone Cancer
problems
Kyla Pkorney C. Gajewski Friend Cancer Viola Carlson Calhoun Ed’s aunt Age & fragility
Julane Granstrand Friend Liver problems Thomas K. Gajewski Friend Kidney failure
Anderson Marrotta
Bette Ramino K. Gajewski Aunt Pancreatic cancer Mike Schmidt Gruell Nephew Living with Autism
Justin Miller Calhoun Friend’s Electrocuted Florrie Martel Vanderbilt Niece Awaiting kidney
nephew transplant
Marian M. Lenentine  Friend Lung Cancer (stage | CheriKing C. King Daughter Esophageal
McLaughlin 4) spasms and pain
Sylvia Roderick M. Lenentine  Cousin Cancer Bob Roderick M. Lenentine  Friend Cancer & diabetes
Cheryl Fields Ligouri Mother Cancer Michelle Martin ~ R. Hausmann  Sister Health concerns
FOR THOSE THAT ARE ON OUR SHUT-IN LIST. PLEASE TAKE A FEW MOMENTS TO SEND A CARD OR GIVE THE GIFT OF A VISIT.
Shirley Buckley Governor's House 36 Firetown Road Simsbury CT 06070
Rita & Bill Dailey 23 West Point Terrace Tariffville CT 06081
Mavis Lenentine 24 Sarah Lane Simsbury CT 06070
Edna McCarthy Meadowbrook of Granby 350 Salmon Brook St Granby CT 06035
Dorothy & Joseph Puglise 47 North Main Street A1 East Granby CT 06026

FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS THAT ARE LISTED IN OUR BULLETIN EACH WEEK.

FOR THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE THAT ARE LISTED IN OUR BULLETIN EACH WEEK.

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS TO THE OFFICE. WE WILL FORWARD THEM TO THE PRAYER CHAIN.
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Sunday School

In Nursery through 6™ grade Sunday School, we began our next module, The
Vertical Edge. Our key bible verse is from Colossians 3, “Work willingly at
whatever you do as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people”.
As usual, it feels like an equally good lesson for adults. One of our songs
challenges us to think about how long it is from the time we wake up, reviewing
our long list of things we have to do that day, until we think about the Lord.
Hmmm...... Later in February, we’ll begin our next module, Miracle Lab, which will
be all about Jesus’ miracles.

Susan Garrett (860-651-6506) Lee Anne Candito (860-408-0965)
Lynn Svindland (860-653-0211) Shari Rourke (860-653-7307)

DEVIL'S BEATITUDES

If the Devil were to write his Beatitudes, they would probably go
something like this:

Blessed are those who are too tired, too busy; to distracted to
spend an hour once a week with their fellow Christians in Church -
they are my best workers.

Blessed are those Christians who wait to be asked and expect to
be thanked - | can use them.

Blessed are the touchy, with a bit of luck they may stop going to
Church - they are my missionaries.

fe M\~ Y t .
- o 1R Be faithful Blessed are those who are very religious but get on everyone's
Q " & n nerves - they are mine forever.
v/ © until death,
' ; Blessed are the troublemakers - they shall be called my children.
and [ will
. Blessed are those who have no time to pray — they are-easy prey
ik You for me.
the crown Blessed are the gossipers - for they are my secret agents.
of life. Blessed are those critical of church leadership - for they shall
Revelation 2:10, NRSV inherit a place with me in my fate.

Blessed are the complainers — I'm all ears for them.

Blessed are you when you read this and think it is about other
people and not yourself - I've got you.
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Lenferv Opportunities

PRIVATE CONFESION — On Wednesdays in Lent, Pastor McGurn will be in
his office from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. for personal confession. Others times are
available by appointment.

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS AND MID WEEK SERVICE — Each Wednesday
during Lent, we will be holding Soup Suppers at the church at 6:00 p.m.
There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex for soup makers, bread “bakers”,
setup/clean up. There is also a “reservation’ signup sheet in the Narthex.
Please join us. Following our supper, we will meet in the Sanctuary for
evening prayer service. This is a perfect way to begin and continue your
Lenten journey. Guests are always welcome!

When was the last time yow had av financial checkup?

When you hear the word checkup, what comes to mind?

Most likely it's your physical health. But checkups are just as critical to your financial
health—which may be equally important.

Most financial professionals recommend you get a financial checkup at least once a year.
The experienced and knowledgeable financial representatives at Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans can help.

Thrivent Financial offers simple ways to deal with changes in your life that naturally lead to
changes in your financial needs. For example, if you have a new grandchild, money you
invested in a CD two years ago may how make more sense in a college savings plan. Or
a recent job promotion may mean it's finally time to start saving for retirement.

With regular financial checkups, you can ensure you're doing what's necessary today to
help you achieve your long-term financial goals.

For a financial checkup or to discuss how Thrivent Financial can help you achieve your
financial goals, contact Mimi A (Mary) Boxwell of the TriState Group at 860 942-4012 or at
mimi.boxwell@thrivent.com today, or visit Thrivent.com.

Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI.
Not all products are available in all states. Securities and investment advisory services are
offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis,
MN 55415, a FINRA and SIPC member and a wholly owned subsidiary of

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. For additional important disclosure information, please
visit thrivent.com/disclosures

In Memory of Bl Huebner

Carol Crosset sent us a note informing the office that former member,
Bill Huebner passed away on December 6, 2011. Cards can be sent to
Peg Huebner, 113 Spur Lane, West Chester, PA 19382
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS

PUERTO RICO MISSION TRIP UPDATE

We have 31 students and 7 adults registered to serve with TeamEffort during the
week of June 24th-30th. This is going to be an incredible week of mission service.
We are asking for a $125.00 payment by the end of February that will be going
toward our airfare and the final $125.00 by the end of April as we plan on
purchasing our airline tickets during the month of April. Any questions feel free to
speak with Scott.

PASTA/DESSERT AUCTION

Our annual Pasta/Dessert Auction is planned for Sunday February 12th following
the Sunday School/Adult Education Hour at 11:30AM. If you have never attended
the Pasta/Dessert Auction maybe this year could be your first or if it has been a
few years since you bid on delicious desserts we would love to have you come. All
monies that are raised will go to support our Puerto Rico Mission Trip during the
week of June 24th-30th. We hope to see you there as you enjoy a wonderful
pasta meal served by our students and finish off the afternoon with the best
homemade desserts in the world.

WC O TH4CO<X
MrCom=xain

PILGRIM PINES WINTER RETREAT

Our youth group Winter Retreat at Pilgrim Pines in Swanzey, NH is right around

the corner. The dates of this retreat are February 3rd-5th. We plan on meeting at
the church at 5:30PM, load up and head on out as soon as possible. Plan on
eating dinner prior to arriving at church. The weekend consists of worship and
devotion time, great food, fun, and fellowship, morning outdoor games, tubing at
Granite Gorge, and plenty of laughs. The cost of this weekend is $100 and this
includes travel, 5 meals, and lodging. This year we will be staying in the new
Squanto Dining Hall with our own chef for the weekend and a new game room.
For this weekend all you need is your Bible, bedding, toiletries, warm clothes,

and outdoor winter gear that includes hats, gloves, boots, snow pants, and a

warm winter coat. Any questions see Scott.

Coontirmation

Confirmatiow Classes In Sessiov

The seventh and eighth grade Confirmation .Date Time Snack
classes with Pastor and Scott Chambers have Feb. 2* | 3:45-5:15 Proto
resumed. Classes are on Thursdays. To the -

o Feb. 9 3:45-5:15 Havighorst
right is the schedule for February.

) y Feb. 16 | 3:45-5:15 Barrows

* Parents participation meetings

Feb—23 NO CONFIRMATION
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Tomn of Simsbury

933 HOPMEADOW STREET P.0. BOX 495 SIMSBURY, CONNECTICUT 06070

Social Services Department

January 4, 2012

Ms. Linda Ferrari, Social Action Committee
Sheperd of the Hills Evangelical Lutheran Church
Seven Wescott Road

Simsbury, CT 06070

Dear Ms. Ferrari:

On behalf of the Simsbury Social Services Department, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the members and friends of Sheperd of the Hills Evangelical
Lutheran Church for your recent contribution.

Your financial donation to the Simsbury Food Closet will enable us to restock the
shelves for our needy Simsbury residents. Due to the current economic climate,

we are experiencing a significant increase in requests for assistance,

On behalf of those lives that will be touched by your generosity, I thank you,

Very truly yours,

M. Lecours-Beck
Director
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Birthdaysy and Annwiversaries

Dennis Gruell 02/03 Klaus Liedtke 02/14

Bill Dailey 02/05 Paul Lafreniere 02/15

Jackson Klenk 02/06 Judy Latonie 02/19

Gail Stomski 02/07 Elise Hausmann 02/19

“W Mary Schianca 02/08 Nancy Ralston 02/22

Q) Sharon Shepherd 02/10 Greg O'Neil 02/24

fave GREA prreesrt s Helga Liedtke 02/11 Katie Clark 02/24
Laura Tschiegg 02/11

Douglas & Michele Endorf  02/08

Deadlines

Bulletin Deadline
Wednesdays at noon the week before.

Newsletter Deadline

For the February issue --- January 22nd.
You may submit your articles either by email (preferred)
or by leaving a hard copy on Claudia’s desk.

- EUSETE RS

Bible Readings for February

Feb. | Isaiah 40:21-31; Pslam 147:1-11, 20c;

5 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39
Feb. | 2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30;

12 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Mark 1:40-45
Feb. | 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6;

19 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9
Feb. | Genesis 9:8-17; Pslam 25:1-10;

26 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15

Food Bag Sunday

Social Responsibility continues our Food Bag Sundays, the first Sunday
of the month (February 5™). Please consider donating Pasta Sauce,
Pasta, Rice, or Hygiene Items. Just bringing in 1 or 2 items a week would
be a great help, too. Food items are always needed. Items can be left in
the narthex under the choir stairs. Thank you for your generosity.
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WORSHIP [J{| WITH US| yfaRK YOUR CATENDARS

Sunday Schedule
9:00 am Holy Communion
10:00 am Coffee Hour
10:20 am Christian
Education Hour for all ages

Ash Wednesday, Februaryy 22"
Holy Communion, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays during Lent
Private Confession, 5-6 p.m.
Soup Supper, 6-7 p.m.
Lenten Vespers 7-7:30 p.m.



Shepherd of the Hills Evangelical Lutheran Church
Worship Servers Schedule

02/05/2012 02/12/2012 02/19/2012 02/22/2012 02/26/2012
Ash Wednesday
Acolyte| M. Liguori M. Valentino M. Valentino M. Valentino J. Valentino
Worship Assistant ]
Communion Assistant| B. Forler N. Clark S. Garrett R. Johnson S. Crosset
R. Rourke P. Smith S. Chambers C. Calhoun L. Hoar
Ushers| Stomski/Weill Crosset LaFreniere Baiers Rourke
Lector| N. Clark D. Granstrand B. King B. Gruell B. King
Nursery| S. Rourke L. Tschiegg S. Crowe K. Endorf
Nursery Asst
Coffee Hour Host| Valentino needed Liguori needed
Sound Tech| K. Smith R. Rourke K. Gajewski G. Levan P. Smith
Altar Guild| P. Kelley P. Kelley P. Kelley P. Kelley L. Hoar
Tellers| S. Rourke R. Rourke R. Bremer S. Rourke
E. Chambers D. Holtman E. Holtman P. Crowe
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N Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
OFFICE HOURS (unless otherwise noted below) 1 2 3 4
Mon. & Tues.: Noon — 4:00 p.m.; 9:45am Bible Study with 10:00am Warm-Up 10:00am Home
’ N ' P Pastor America Schoolers
Wed. & Thurs. 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 10:00am AA 3:45pm Confirmation 2:45pm Home Schoolers
7:30pm Choir Rehearsal -- Writing
Y outh Group Winter Retreat
Pastor on Retreat with Society for the Holy Trinity Pastor on VVacation
5 6 7 8 9 10 1"
8:00am Hand Chime Choir 10:00am 5:30pm Tails-U- | 9:45am Bible Study with 3:45pm Confirmation 10:00am Home
9:00am Holy Communion Homeschooler Win Pastor Schoolers
10:00am Coffee Break s -- Biology 10:00am AA 2:45pm Home Schoolers
10:20am Christian Education Hour for all ages 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal -- Writing
Y outh Group Winter Retreat
Pastor on Vacation
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:00am Hand Chime Choir 7:00pm Council 5:30pm Tails-U- | 9:45am Bible Study with 3:45pm Confirmation 10:00am Home
9:00am Holy Communion Win Pastor Schoolers
10:00am Coffee Break 10:00am AA 2:45pm Home Schoolers
10:20am Inquirer’s Class 11:00am Holy Communion -- Writing
10:20am Christian Education Hour for all ages @ McLean Home
11:30am Pasta Dinner and Desert Auction 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal
3:00pm Election of a Bishop Workshop for
Congregations @ Concordia
6:00pm Senior High Nights
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8:00am Hand Chime Choir 5:30pm Tails-U- ASH WEDNESDAY 8:00am Granby Food Co-
9:00am Holy Communion Win 9:45am Bible Study with Op
10:00am Coffee Break Pastor 3:45pm No Confirmation
10:20am Inquirer’s Class 10:00am AA
10:20am Christian Education Hour for all ages 7:30pm Holy Communion
11:15 Worship Planning Team
6:00pm Senior High Nights
26 27 28 29
8:00am Hand Chime Choir 5:30pm Tails-U- | 9:45am Bible Study with

9:00am Holy Communion w/ Reception of Win Pastor

New Members 10:00am AA
10:00am Coffee Break 5:00pm Private Confession
10:20am Christian Education Hour for all ages 6:00pm Soup Supper
10:20am Presentation on Haiti Mission Trip 7:00pm Lenten Vespers
6:00pm Senior High Nights 7:30pm Choir Rehearsal
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